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REF: BEIRUT 11646 

SUMMARY: SEVERE FIGHTING IN PARTS OF BEIRUT NIGHT OF 
SEPT 17-18, CONTINUING THROUGH MID-MORNING SEPT 18, HAS 
VIRTUALLY CLOSED DOWN THE CITY. THE PHALANGE IS INVOLVED 
ON ONE SIDE AND UNDETERMINED FEDAYEEN PLUS LEBANESE LEFT- 
ISTS ON THE OTHER SIDE CEASEFIRE ARRANGED FOR 0900 HOURS 
(LOCAL) SEPT 18 WAS NOT HOLDING AS OF 1000 HOURS. CABINET 
MEETING SEPT 17 (REFTEL) ENDED WITHOUT AGREEMENT ON USE OF 
ARMY IN CAPITAL, BUT SUBSEQUENT FIGHTING DURING NIGHT HAS 
FUELED PRESSURE FOR URGENT SOLUTION OF SOME KIND. TRIPOLI 
IS RELATIVELY QUIET. END SUMMARY. 

1. BEIRUT ERUPTED DURING THE NIGHT OF SEPT 17-18. HEAVY 
FIGHTING OCCURRED IN THE QUARTER OF CHI YAH (SHIITE MOSLEM), 

AIN EL-RUM ANEH (CHRISTIAN), AND NASRA (MIXED). IT SPREAD 

TO THE CENTER OF BEIRUT. WHERE FIRES STARTED FROM EITHER 
SHELLING OR ARSON, IT IS UNCLEAR WHICH. GOVERNMENT RADIO 
URGED ALL PEOPLE TO STAY HOME EARLY A.M. SEP 
18 AND THE 

CITY WAS GENERALLY SHUT DOWN AS OF 1000 HOURS (LOCAL). THIS 
WAS FIRST TIME SINCE "BLACK WEEKEND" OF JUNE 28-30, JUST 
BEFORE NAMING OF KARAME GOVT, THAT RADIO ISSUED SUCH AD- 
VICE. VIRTUALLY NO EMBASSY LOCALS CAME TO WORK SEPT 18. 

2. THE CAUSE OF THE SUDDEN ESCALATION IS NOT KNOWN, BUT IN- 
VOLVEMENT OF PHALANGE ON ONE SIDE AND UNDETERMINED NUMBER OF 
FEDAYEEN PLUS LEBANESE LEFTISTS ON THE OTHER IS CLEAR. VER- 
SION TOLD US BY INTERNAL SECURITY OFFICE IN BEIRUT IS THAT 
SHELLS FELL IN AREA NEAR PALESTINIAN CAMP, AND FEDAYEEN 
(WHICH GROUPS UNKNOWN. BUT PROBABLY REJECTIONISTS) ASSUMED 
PHALANGE HAD DONE FIRING AND FOUGHT BACK. 

3. A TRUCE MEETING WAS HASTILY CONVENED AT INTERNAL SECURITY 
HQ IN BEIRUT BEFORE DAWN SEPT 18. PHALANGE, CHAMOUN'S 
NATIONAL LEIBERAL PARTY. AND PLO WERE REPRESENTED. RE- 
PORTEDLY, PHALANGE AND PLO REFUSED TO MEET IN SAME ROOM, 

SO NATIONAL LIBERALS SHUTTLED BETWEEN SEPARATE ROOMS. A 
CEASEFIRE WAS FINALLY ARRANGED FOR 0900 HOURS (LOCAL). HOW- 
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EVER. OUR LATEST REPORT AS OF 1000 HOURS IS THAT CEASEFIRE IS 
NOT RPT NOT HOLDING. 

4. CABINET MEETING SEPT 17 (REFTEL) ENDED WITHOUT AGREE- 
MENT ON USE OF ARMY IN BEIRUT. SUBSEQUENT ERUPTION OF 
VIOLENCE DURING NIGHT HAS OF COURSE FUELED ARGUMENT OF 
THOSE, MAINLY CHRISTIANS, WHO FAVOR ARMY INTERVENTION. 

LEFTIST ARE ACCUSING PHALANGE OF DELIBERATELY ESCALATING 
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FIGHTING IN ORDER TO FORCE ARMY MOVE. THE ARMY IS MOBIL- 
IZED FOR POSSIBLE ACTION, BUT PRIMIN KARAME IS REPORTEDLY 
ADAMANT AGAINST ARMY INVOLVEMENT FEARING SHARP FEDAYEEN- 
LEFTIST REACTION. PRESS SEPT 18 SAYS HE PREFERS "NATIONAL 
RECONCILIATION" COUNCIL OF SOME KIND AS SOLUTION TO CRISIS. 

MEANWHILE, SPECULATION MOUNTS OF POSSIBLE MORE DRASTIC 
SOLUTIONS, INCLUDING SOME MORE SERIOUS TALK THAN USUAL OF 
FORCING EARLY FRANGIE RESIGNATION. 

5. TRIPOLI REPORTEDLY WAS RELATIVELY CALM NIGHT OF 
SEPT 17-18 AND THROUGH MID-MORNING SEPT 18. 
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